58-29 (3) 6 (o3 b Olallas ¢ Jae & Slas 51T w3 4L, (oolg V'P J (1390) 3 pazes ((Glases g0 f4LL B (.WJT

e a4 Jldes 31 owid Wby SOl ned Joou

RESIEY

B

Gy S CoaS Tl 5 ¢ 21055 3l red 3 4 ool o San LB 1 ol 3l &S5 s Bl
O (g 5 40 g yd el 31 (Mg g o 5 (sl p A8l s OT po edbitas Sbale 5 ol
G o od (oSS sl 5 ol 03V el 6ile Lol S U ol 3 (S0l Jor 5 (o) Ay
IS 53 S tlles 33 5 o U 5 o B tes Lo DIASTE 5 g (8 g oll g3 Sl )
4l ol T e ol el 5 onys Bab O 93063 (g3l Sl el 0SS B o 0350 xSl
By 3lg b agrlge 55 (BI31 o1 Sl (550 5115 g5 il B eyl 5L bty (5o, 5 Ol
dﬁj\yE@lchdﬁoa\)bbuMJM.ﬁjbu)éacb):c@\jC}Ja..uw).sw).s
hoe o3 oy o DU @ 5 L35 g POl 5 aod & (SLheod I ys Dol (s3lg0 o
w5 S s by 4y oo 3,55 361 L e dalllae 5550 (1S 93 oS ASTE L ol
(ol Uoe ¢l 53 ol ool € Jaod 4y (6 05 55 54 S llaod 40 (K 5 05 o Ll ol
03 b 4 ae 38005 5 0ol ph es o8 s B2 LIl 5 Jpike Slgnbld 03505T 5 S 55 o
Wby Sllas 55 (Lo 5 (oI Flasd 5 Sy 53 6,8 IS 50w 4 Condes bt ool 4 ol
0525 4 cher & SUSUL ol 1) (g3 Dby 5135 ogh Jod OSGl e 25130 00 (o002

s (,._.‘A‘? N3 0se5T 5540 4"61,:13 J.‘..c"

Lgl"% J.«.c lgd o Jes c&\_)fdal:h.& cslg r@ &03‘5%}{

Falehoseini@yah00.Com e o 5 ol&iils (5 75 (s gomils .

Mehrmohammadi_tmu@hotmail.com . 4 <o 5 o&ils skl .”




Alehosseini, F. & Mehrmohammadi, M. (2011). The Evolution of Institutional Understanding of Curriculum:

From Operational to “The Practical”. Curriculum Studies, 6(3), 29-58.

The Evolution of Institutional Understanding of Curriculum:
From Operational to “The Practical”

Fereshteh Alehosseini” & Mahmoud Mehrmohammadi™

Abstract

Curriculum is an institution and for that very reason is governed by rule-
specific behavioral patterns and well-established routines in curriculum
making. This could in turn lead to a sort of amnesia or a taken-for-granted
state of affairs. We should not forget, however, that our institutional
understanding through our emphases and orientations can become subject
to revision and change. In other words, operationalism in its hard core
manifestation is only one way of encountering with curriculum as an
institution, and of course, the dominant one. We need an alternative view
by which to refrain from side effects of extreme form of operationalism in
all levels, especially at the national level of curriculum making. Our
specific aim in writing this article is to discuss the transformation of the
institutional understanding of curriculum from ‘operational’ to ‘the
practical’, and make possible to improve our understanding by unique
possibilities of “the practical” views. We should call to the attention of all
readers that both the tendency to operational and the practical are
considered practical approaches to curriculum. However, practicality is
construed by the former as being ‘operational’ and by the latter as being
‘the practical’. Indeed, the main problem is to examine neglected and
untapped qualities embraced by Schwab’s view, ‘the practical’, as well as
the practical approach to curriculum. For this purpose, first we explore
how ‘operational’ and ‘the practical’ approaches to curriculum evolved,
and then, examine how one could develop his or her understanding of
curriculum within the possibilities of the practical theory, particularly,
‘deliberation’.

Keywords: institutional understanding, Operationalism, The Practical,
Schwab, Deliberation.

“ PhD Student of the Philosophy of Education
Full Professor at Tarbiat Modares University
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