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Abstract: The purpose of this study

is the exploration of cultural
presuppositions of students regarding
the matter of ‘nature’. The issue of
how  presuppositions influence
science learning is  discussed.
Semantic ethnography as a method
of investigation was drawn on.
Informants were students in grade 9
in two high schools. Based on the
World View Theory of Kearney,
presuppositions of students in four
universal categories were
investigated (relationship,
classification, causality and time).
We found five subcategories in
students’ view: aesthetic, religious-
mystical, conservationist, naturalistic
and mysterious perspectives. Finally
some points for culture-sensitive
science curricula are discussed.
Keywords:  Science  education,
Learning, Culture.
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